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Tidings January February 2020 

Well, we find ourselves in the dead of winter. Our 

society is in full-throated conflict with itself. The 

physical world is reeling from climate change. The 

church is breaking apart. Each of us has any number 

of troubles to solve of our own. We are just holding on. 

That is why I celebrate the greatest of all the truths we 

know in the words that say: this, too, shall pass. There 

are a few lines from a poem that I turn to in times like 

this; 

How kind time is, altering space 

so nothing stays wrong: and light, 

more new light, always arrives. 

The poet’s name is Spencer Reece, his own life a 

journey through the everyday sufferings and joys of 

being human in the world and to come to this 

conclusion about the essential kindness of time itself 

is what I call a moment of enlightenment. It is itself the 

light that comes new each day, unbidden, unexpected, 

but revealing of a reality that we might well have 

overlooked or forgotten. The cliché is that time is our 

enemy but, in fact, it may well be the opposite. Time is 

our friend and whatever the trouble we face now, it will 

pass.  

This is the time of year when we think about time, I 

think, having just begun a new year with the absurd 

number, 2020. Surely there is no shortage of trouble. 

But here is the thing: there is also no shortage of light 

and hope and love is something that not only never 

ends but increases with the usage of it. Usually when 

we use something, we use it up and it is gone. But 

with love, the more we use it, the more we give it, the 

more we have. It grows and grows when our hearts 

are open to its grace. Such is the task before us going 

forward from this cold winter to the springtime that is 

surely coming – to open our hearts to the grace of 

God’s love with the practice of love and grace 

ourselves using our time, the kindness of time, with 

kindness ourselves to bring light where it is most 

needed so nothing stays wrong. And what is right is 

always possible. 

Rev. Larry 



I Make All Things New 

Isaiah 43:18-19 forget the former things, don’t 

dwell in the past. I am doing a new thing… 

Revelation 21:5   …I am making everything new 

Are we ready, what do we want for the New Year, 

what are we willing to give up and let go of as we 

move into 2020? A great deal has happened in 

our small church in the past few years and it 

would be easy to hold on to the past. To many 

that would be the easy way out, simply coast 

along the way things have always been. I believe 

that we would look around and realize we were 

stuck in the mud of complacency. Some may 

choose this way for the future, I hope not. 

Isaiah and Revelation shed new light on the 

subject, “forget the past as God is making 

everything new.” I believe that new is coming and 

am looking forward to big and little changes in 

our church, we have choices to make. Are we 

going to embrace the changes, move with them 

or are we going to set back and let the world pass 

us by and stay where we are? 

There are changes coming in the local churches, 

some we will understand and some we will learn 

to embrace. The one constant is that God is with 

us through it all ad He does not change. He will 

lead us and go with us through the changes. 

Many will be tempted to say, “I am too old for 

this”, I’ve been here before and I can’t do it again.  

That could be construed as giving up and some 

may say that is OK. I hope that there will be those 

who are not ready to join that group. This comes 

down to two avenues to take, join or get left 

behind. I choose to join and I hope others will 

follow. 

As we enter 2020 I am excited and pray often that 

God will give me the strength to embrace the 

new. We will deal with questions such as, who 

will be our next DS and how large will the district 

be? If and when our pastor resigns, who will God 

bring to us, who will take his place? What will be 

the structure of our church? This will be the 

beginning and I ask you all to join me on this new 

journey. Never forget that we are not alone in this 

venture, God walks with us and with His help we 

will succeed. 

Blessings on us all for the New Year! 

 

Winnie 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Committee- February 16, 

at 11:15AM 

 

Ash Wednesday Service – February 

26th at 11:00AM. 

 

Keep the Date – Maundy Thursday, 

April 9th at 7:00PM. 

 



Explanation of Collections 

Sometimes it is hard to remember exactly 

what various collections are for. For anyone 

who has had questions on a Sunday morning, 

here is a brief explanation. 

Birthday Box 

All money collected in the Birthday Box from 

those who are celebrating a birthday in that 

month, goes to the Pastor’s Discretionary 

Fund. Pastor Larry is approached occasionally 

by individuals who are struggling financially. 

With the Discretionary Fund monies, grocery 

card gift cards are purchased and distributed 

at his discretion. 

Communion Plate Collection 

All money collected on Communion Sunday 

also to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 

Buckets 

Generally on the 3rd Sunday of the month, the 

buckets are passed among the congregation. 

All money collected in the buckets goes to the 

Missions Committee. 

Hope this is helpful and will continue to share 

this information as often as we can 

remember!!! 

Written by Fay Ciaramitaro 

 

 

 

From Julie 

Just a little note that I appreciate all the 

volunteers who sign up to help in Worship on 

Sundays. You make my job easier! Also, those 

who help me with the Tidings. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Flowers  In Memory of       Given By 

February  2   My Parents, Nellie and Harlan Clock Sr. Sandy Clock Barton 

February 9  Natassa Walsh and Virginia Tarbuck  Carolyn and Stephen Walsh 

February 16  Carolyn and John Sinkiewicz   Ann Washburn 

   Roger’s Parents 

February 23  William  Flumerfelt    Ruth Flumerfelt 

 

 

 

February Birthday Wishes Go To: 

1 David Cooper 

7 Carol Kirby 

10 Carolyn Walsh 

16 Mary Maione 

20 Marguerite Sweeney 

27 Jeffrey Stinson 

28 Sandy Barton, Jeff Losano 

29 Gloria Lockard, Jody Wetson 

 

February Anniversary Wishes Go To: 

  3 Diana & Jim Campbell 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


