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From the Pastor’s Desk –  

Life 
Is like a butterfly 
Whatever it is. 

 
I found this delightful haiku verse and it seemed to fit beautifully with the coming 

of September again. Somehow September always feels like the beginning of 

something and the end of something. It reminds of Eliot’s famous line: In my end is 

my beginning. As summer begins its ending for another cycle, the school year 

begins again. As summer ends, fall begins. The change itself is glorious and 

exhilarating while being simultaneously commonplace. It is a gift of God’s creation 

that we receive fluttering by our consciousness like the butterfly that flits by in a 

moment, often unseen, but when glimpsed gives a lift to our hearts, the fragile, 

delicate beauty of its wings, the colors, the quiet presence, also God’s creation, 

another gift to celebrate the goodness of God and to raise our spirits beyond the 

mundane and tedious. We dare not overlook the gifts of these days, of this passing 

moment, of the beauty and glory of God’s presence in all that God has made. As 

September arrives, we know that time is moving on and that we are like the 

butterfly, our lives fragile and delicate, and for a while, beautiful and riding on the 

wind. Our lives are precious and delightful and whatever else, life is good, really. 

Beloved, notice and enjoy the change of the seasons, the passing of time, the glory 

of our days in the beauty of God’s creation and, as the scriptures say, be thankful. 

For as such, as those who see and give thanks, we will know the blessings of this 

life always.  

 

Larry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 

 

 

 

FUMC HAMILTON 
Worship and Fellowship  

in Community 



Thank God for Love 
 
Lately I have been overwhelmed 
by the fact that Jesus, the 
supreme being, loved and 
continues to love a single 
individual such as I. 
There are several kinds of love, 
Godly, romantic and friendship.  I 
am interested in discussing Godly 
and what that means to 
me.  Godly or Agape, love of God 
for man and love of man for 
God.  I am reminded of the song 
that says,”I am so glad that Jesus 
loves me”. He loves the crowd on 
the hillside that has gathered to 
hear him preach, the children that 
have gathered around Him, those 
that seek him and those that really 
don’t care, those who have turned 
away and do all they can to 
discredit Him and those who don’t 
know if there is a god or not. 
Then there is ME, just Me with all 
my faults and foibles. For years I 
did all I could to run in the 
opposite direction.  I was raised in 
a godly home and frankly I was 
tired of the rules and regulations, I 
wanted to see what the other side 
was like.  I was lonely and 
convinced that caring for one 
individual, me, was the last thing 
He was going to spend His time 
doing,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
He was much too busy. 
Hitting bottom is a sobering 
experience but God allows even 
that to bring us up short, to make 
us stop and listen and when we do 
we realize that He is right there 
with arms wide open. Another 
song  says it better than I can, ”He 
was there all the time waiting 
patiently…” God does not move 
away, we do, I sure did and then 
He pulled me back.  It was a mind 
blowing experience when I slowed 
down enough to listen and to hear 
the still small voice and to realize 
that it was Jesus who was calling 
and pulling.   
 
There is so much that we don’t 
understand, this troubled world 
with its turmoil, violence, hatred 
and discord.  Only God and His 
love can bring about lasting 
change, if we all thought as God it 
would be a far different place in 
which to live.  I often wonder what 
those without the knowledge of 
God do or feel in times of sorrow 
and or trouble.  I trust that I will be 
helped to remember how 
important love is and live to be 
worthy of that love. 

 

Blessings 

 

Winnie 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 

  1 Curtis Wetson 
  2 Charlotte Teshko 
  6 Elaine Hambelton, Susan 

Hartley 
11 Ava Day, Ashley Wallick 
14 Jonathan Wallick 
16 Erin Wallick 
18 Ruth Perham 
25 Kim Schrock 
27 Devlin Wallick 
30 John Yankee 
   

September Anniversaries 

  1 Kim & Michael Hoyt 
  6 Ruth & Roger Perham                              
15 Clarence & Helen Trepanier 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Missions Meeting 

September 9th at 3:00PM 

Ad Council Meeting 

will be on Sunday, 

 October 13th. 

Message from Kristin Holt –  

Thank you for the wonderful 

prayer shawl. I am reminded of 

your prayers whenever I see it. 

My body is still struggling with 

the cancer. I’m hoping to get 

further news soon after another 

scan. 

Thank you! Kristin 



Missions Committee News 

It has been a busy year for the Missions Committee. I want to update the congregation 

about what we have been doing. 

Since the June 9th visit of Graviel Jacobo, we have raised money, the committee 

contributed money and a person gave some matching money for this cause. In total, we 

sent $1000 to the Portland Rotary Fund which will help Graviel to build his clinic in the 

Dominican Republic. We want to thank the congregation for their generous donations to 

this cause. 

Regarding the Boston Shriner’s Children’s Hospital mission, I wanted to let people know 

that the hospital has written a letter stating that due to the shift in focus at  the 

hospital, they request that we no longer collect items, but send monetary donations for 

the families instead. Therefore, we have removed the Shriner’s collection box. We will 

continue to collect pull tabs though. These tabs are cashed in for support money. 

This summer we again contributed to ACORD’S summer lunch program for local 

children. And, of course, we continue to collect food all year long for this wonderful 

organization. Next to the food collection box, there are lists of the most needed items. 

We try to deliver to ACORD the collected food once a month. 

We continue to monetarily support Open Door as well. A meal is provided once every 

other month. We support Partners in Development by sponsoring a child in Haiti every 

year. Letters of gratitude from our sponsored child can be found on the Missions 

bulletin board in the church, just as you come in the front door on the left in the outer 

narthex. 

This past month, the Missions Committee made a donation to the fund for the young 

Hamilton girl who was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. This money will assist the 

family with the many added expenses for her treatment in Boston. 

As we look at some additional ideas for this Fall, we reflect on the thought that although 

we are a small church, we continue to do some amazing things. If any of you ever have 

questions about any of these missions, please feel free to call or speak with any of our 

Mission Committee members. 

 

Mission Committee Members and Fay Ciaramitaro, Chair 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Flowers for September 

 

   In Memory of     Given by 

September 2 Marguerite Soderblom    Michael Jones 
   Elise Bilodeau     Julie Preston 
 
September 15 Carl Schrock, Mary & James Chute Carol and Gerald 
   and in Honor of Hazel Schrock  Schrock 
 
September 22 Timothy Edward Cooper   Doris and Dave 
          Cooper 
 
September 29 Andrew Smith     Marilyn Smith 
          and Fay Ciaramitaro 
 

 

 

Attention:   Collecting ideas for “Funraisers” to bring  

the community into our church and to raise some money. One idea is 

a pancake breakfast. If you are interested in making this happen or 

you have another idea, please contact Julie in the church office. 

 


