
 

  

 

First United Methodist Church 

391 Bay Road 

So. Hamilton, MA 01982 

fumchamilton@verizon.net 

(978) 468-1256 

Tidings 

March 2019 
Sunday Morning Church Service 

in the Fireside Room 10:00AM 

Coffee Hour to Follow 



 

From the Pastor’s Desk –  

 

Kathleen Norris writing in Dakota, A Spiritual Geography, has this “Weather Report” for March 

25: 

Mud and new grass push up through melting snow. Lilacs in bud by my front door, bent low by 

last week’s ice storm, begin to rise again in today’s cold rain. Thin clouds scatter in a loud wind. 

Suddenly fir trees seem like tired old women stooped under winter coats. I want to be light, to 

cast off impediments, and push like a tulip through a muddy smear of snow. I want to take the 

rain to heart, let it move like possibility, the idea of change.  

Certainly, the seasons change. In March we begin to think we are on the downhill side of winter 

even though we who live In New England are under no illusion about spring coming soon, we are, 

at least, hopeful of its coming sooner than later. We know the seasons change but we wonder if 

anything else does. The sad news of the world just keeps on its merry way. We wonder if we can 

change or even if we want to change ourselves. I guess it is everybody else that needs to change. 

It is a funny thing about change – it is the one thing that never changes. You know the saying: the 

only thing that never changes is that things are always changing. So, whether we like it or not, we 

are changing and the only question is if we are getting better or worse. Getting better may 

require intentional change. We may need to know what we need to change and what we can 

change. There is a warning in my silly little book that explains philosophy through jokes:  

When Thompson hit seventy, he decided to change his lifestyle completely so that he could live 

longer. He went on a strict diet, he jogged, he swam, and he took sunbaths. In just three months’ 

time, Thompson lost thirty pounds, reduced his waist by six inches, and expanded his chest by five 

inches. Svelte and tan, he decided to top it all off with a sporty new haircut. Afterward, while 

stepping out of the barbershop, he was hit by a bus.  

As he lay dying, he cried out, “God how could you do this to me?” 

And a voice from the heavens responded, “To tell you the truth, Thompson, I didn’t recognize 

you.” 

The idea of change is not what matters so much as it is what kind of change it is and, whatever 

kind it is, to never get so far from God that God does not know us anymore. May the changes we 

make draw us closer to the God we love and may we never become a stranger to God.  

Blessings, Larry 

 

FUMC HAMILTON 
Worship and Fellowship  

in Community 





 

Lay Leader…  

 

Being Used By God by Max Lucado 

God used (and uses) people to change the world. People. Not saints or 

superhumans or geniouses, not people. Crooks, creeps, lovers and 

liars – he uses them all. And what they lack in perfection God makes 

up for in love. If you ever wonder how God can use you to make a 

difference in your world, just look at those he has already used and 

take heart. Look at the forgiveness found in those open arms and take 

courage.And by the way, never were the arms opened so wide as they 

were on the Roman cross…An embrace of forgiveness offered for 

anyone who will come…A redeemer redeeming the world.No wonder 

they call Him the Savior.  These words are so poignant in todays’ 

society. 

 

Lately I have been overwhelmed by the love of Jesus, I wonder often 

what people who do not know the Lord do in these troubled times. 

When I contemplate these simple words I realize how simple life can 

be. All too often self gets in the way and the “water gets muddy”. I 

tend to blame my heritage and slip back into the rigid Yankee who 

wants to fix everything. 

 

Am I asking God to fix it the way I want or will I accept him fixing it in 

his way? That is often the bigger question. The question for me is to 

be used by God in His way and not simply by Winnie’s way. I invite 

you to come and join me as I believe God has much for us to do in 

this church and community. 

I leave you this time with    K I S S.  

 

Winnie Martin 

    

 



March 2019 Memorial Flowers 

In Memory Of   Given By 
March 3  Henry Tobyne    Barbara Tobyne 
March 10  Mary Chute 
   In Honor of Hazel Schrock  Carol & Jerry Schrock  
March 17  Andy Teshko    Charlotte Teshko 
March 24  Kay and Jack Turner   Diana & Jim Campbell 
March 31  Gen and Les Butt 
   Bea and Bob Campbell  Diana & Jim Campbell 

 

      

    March Birthdays 

   2 Michaela Begonis, Robby Hambelton 

   11 Millie Davis 

   15 Laura Wallick 

   17 Jim Campbell, Silvia Koch-Brown 

   22 Chuck Barton 

   23     Winnie Martin   

   31 Richard Walsh 

    

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Missions Committee Meeting 

Monday, March 11th – 1:00PM 

Missions Walk  

Sunday, April 28th 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT:   
 

Listening for God series a reflection on 
the life of faith as found in contemporary 
literature will begin on March 12th at 
10:00AM. All are welcome to attend. 
 



Easter Egg Hunt – The 

Easter Egg Hunt will take 

place on Saturday, 

April 20th at 

10:00AM. 

Please 

help us by 

dropping 

off plastic 

eggs and 

wrapped candy at the church 

office. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

2019 Easter Lilies and Tulips 

Lilies and Tulips will be placed in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 21st. If you wish to 

place a flower in honor or memory of someone, please fill out this form and return it to 

Sandy Barton with a check for $11.00 per plant. You may give these to Sandy directly or 

return them to the church office. Please make the check payable to The FUMC Flower 

Fund, and write “Easter Flowers” in the memo. The deadline for ordering is Sunday,  

April 7th. Flowers may be picked up after the Easter Worship Service on April 21st. 

Additional order forms may be found in the outer Narthex or in the church office. 

Please print: 

 # of Tulips:_________  # of Lilies:__________ Given by:_______________ 

 In Memory of:_________________ In Honor of:_____________________ 

 In Memory of:_________________ In Honor of:_____________________ 

Check one: Plants will be picked up_______ Deliver plants to shut- ins________ 

 

Thank you to all who help out 

with the Thrift Shop. For those 

who are uncertain where the 

flag (OPEN) is kept; It is kept in 

the small coat closet in the 

main office. Again, thank you 

for giving your time and energy.  

Winnie   

 


