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First United 
Methodist Church 
of Hamilton 

 
Pastor 
Rev. Larry Wimmer 

 
Lay Leader  
Winnie Martin 

 
Administrative  
Assistant 
Julie Preston 

 
Church Office 
978-468-1256 

 
VTTY 
978-468-3570 

 
Web Site 
www.hamiltonumc.org 

 
Church Email 
fumchamilton@verizon.net 

 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

 

Pastor’s Letter 

Sometimes I look back on my life and give thanks for all the adventures. I 

have been blessed over the years to have been called to serve in two 

locales beyond the states, one in Madrid, Spain, in the eighties, and two, 

in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in the nineties. Bothe were congregations 

established to serve Americans living abroad who were looking for a 

church that spoke English and was a traditional mainline protestant 

tradition.  

As it turns out the church that I served in Puerto Rico which is called the 

Union church of San Juan celebrated their 100th year in August and they 

asked me to come back and be the speaker for the banquet. As you know 

the island was devastated this year by Hurricanes and I did not know 

what I would find when I got there but was surprised and delighted to 

see that they are recovering and life goes on.  I felt the old excitement of 

the island life as soon as I arrived. I thought you might like to know what 

happened so here is my report. 

It was an interesting experience for me because I had been away for 

twenty years and had lost touch with the church over those years and 

now, twenty years later, was reconnecting with people and with the life 

there and it felt good. Of course many people who had been important in 

my life were gone and they were missed and it was a profound reminder 

of our mortality but there were others that I had forgotten who were very 

much alive and reminding me of the part I had played in their lives and 

many memories came flooding back that I had not expected. It was like 

filling in gaps that had been empty with new life.  

Anyway, the celebration lasted three days including, on Friday, a party 

poolside for all of those traveling from off island where I was able to 

reconnect with old friends and also to become acquainted with the new 

pastor who I liked very much and who was very warm in his welcome to 

me. On Saturday was the banquet where I gave my speech in a room that 

had a long window out of which all you could see was the ocean. They 

had forgotten to have a podium or a mike stand but we improvised. The 

room was full and the night was a success. 

On Sunday was the worship service and the church was looking 

beautiful for the occasion. Before the service all of the improvements to 

the building were dedicated and then the whole congregation processed 

into the sanctuary behind the choir for worship. 
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Pastor’s Letter continued… 

During the worship I was blessed to bring greetings 

from First United Methodist Church and share the gift 

of our mission committee telling them that you were 

excited about my coming and wanted to extend the 

hand of friendship and solidarity with them in their 

work. I characterized the gift as a gift from our 

mission team to their mission team to do with as 

needed. Your gift was well received and everybody 

was happy to know that someone somewhere cared 

about them.  

Between events I had a good time walking on the 

beautiful Isla Verde beach and laying around the pool 

at my hotel and exploring the area around me. I also 

caught up with some old friends who we had met 

when both of our daughters were at Harvard and 

discovered that we were neighbors at the time. We 

have been friends ever since. They actually live right 

next door to the Union Church and often come to 

Boston because that same daughter lives in 

Cambridge. One of the things I found out was that 

many people still had all my sermons that we used to 

print out for them more than twenty years ago. Also 

on the last day I was able to visit where we lived all 

those years ago and found it to be as beautiful as ever. 

All in all I am glad I went. I was, I admit, reluctant to 

delve into the past but as it turns out the past has 

become the present and the best thing of all was the 

hope that was there for an even better future. Life is a 

strange and wonderful thing full of adventures but the 

best part of it all are the people you meet and the life 

you share along the way. Every one of them is a gift 

from God and an opportunity for me to become more 

than I was before and that includes you as we go 

forward together on our shared adventure of being 

First United Methodist Church right here right 

now.  

Blessings all . . .  Larry 

 

 

 

From the Lay Leader 

 

I’ve Got Peace Like a River in My Soul 
 

I knew when I began this challenge that it was not 

going to be simple, but I also knew that God wanted it 

done so we moved ahead. No rummage sale is ever 

easy but with God’s help we moved forward. 

Somewhere in the middle of the night God gave me the 

phrase about peace and I held on to it as my life line 

asking God every day for His peace to fill me and to 

keep me going. I definitely felt his presence each day. 

As I have said so many times, this is a mission for our 

church and people depend on it. 

 

I dare not try to thank everyone individually as I 

would miss someone but my heart overflows with 

gratitude to all who prayed, donated, helped set up 

and/or took down or worked on the day of the sale. 

Two days for set up and two days for take down is the 

way to go. Thank you all who stepped forward to take 

donations to Savers, Salvation Army and Bootstraps. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

 

There are many ways to minister to the community 

and we did it well. We made well over $700.00 which 

is very good for one day for our little church. The 

Thrift Shop will be closed until September 8, 2018 for 

restocking and observance of the holiday. 
 

Looking Ahead 

 

It is time to get back into our routine of meetings: 

Worship Committee second Sunday of the month 

AD Council third Sunday 

PPRC fourth Sunday 

 

We will have a Coat Sale in October and a Christmas 

Room in November. 

 

All Church Conference is the 2nd of December on 

Sunday afternoon, not during worship. 

 

Winnie Martin 
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Letter from the Union Church 

in San Juan, Puerto Rico 

August 15, 2018 

Dear friends in Christ at First UMC. Thank you for the gift of $100 you sent 

to help Union Church celebrate our anniversary! We will use that money to 

strengthen our mission to share God’s love and God’s help with those who 

need it. 

Thank you also for sharing Pastor Wimmer with us!  As you know he served 

as pastor here from 1993-1998. As he visited with us to celebrate our 

Centennial, he was the keynote speaker, and he shared much joy and 

blessing with all of us. Many here is Puerto Rico still cherish Pastor Larry. 

I trust you do as well. 

May God’s spirit of joy continue to keep you all in the grace and love of 

Christ! 

Your brother in Christ in Puerto Rico 

 

Pastor Marc A. Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ucsanjuan.org/index.php
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Flower Arrangements in Honor & Memoriam 

In Memory of:     Given by: 

9/2  Marguerite Soderblom          Julie Preston   

9/9  Carl Schrock, Mary & James Chute  Carol & Jerry Schrock 

& in Honor of Hazel Schrock 

 

9/16 Timothy Edward Cooper   Doris & Dave Cooper 

9/23 Andrew Smith Marilyn Smith & Fay       

Ciaramitaro 

9/30  Jennie Cronin Bob Cronin 

 

  1 Curtis Wetson     18 Ruth Perham 

  2 Charlotte Teshko     25 Devlin Wallick 

 6 Elaine Hambelton, Susan Hartley  27 Kim Schrock 

11 Ava Day, Ashley Wallick   30 John Yankee 

14 Jonathan Wallick 

16 Erin Wallick 

 

 
1 Kim & Michael Hoyt 

6 Ruth & Roger Perham                                 

15 Clarence & Helen Trepanier 
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Prayer of the Month 

 

Bible Verse for  
September 

 

but those who hope in the LORD 

will renew their strength. They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not grow weary, they will 

walk and not be faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 

 

NOTES 

Missions Committee 

September 10th at 1:30PM 

Finance Committee 

September 12th at 3:30PM 

Regular Sunday Meetings will 
resume beginning  

September 9th. 
 

NOTE: Please sign up for Coffee 

Hour. If there are no sign-ups, 

there will be no Coffee Hour on 

that Sunday. 

 

Mark your calendar:  

Praise Festival 

on  

November 3, 2018  

4-6PM  

at 

FUMC Hamilton 
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