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Tidings 
July - August 2018 

Save the dates: 

August 12-Church Service at 

Asbury Grove 10AM 

August 18-Rummage Sale 

9AM-2PM 
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First United Methodist Church 
of Hamilton 
 
Pastor 
Rev. Larry Wimmer 
 
Lay Leader  
Winnie Martin 
 
Music Director 
Lenny Cavallaro 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Julie Preston 
 
Church Office 
978-468-1256 
 
Web Site 
www.hamiltonumc.org 
 
Church Email 
fumchamilton@verizon.net 
 
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
9AM-1PM 
 
Pastor’s Hours 
Monday, Tuesday 9AM-3PM 
  

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

As I sit to write this month’s tidings I cannot get 

the families who were separated at our borders 

by our government out of my mind.  It is 

incomprehensible to me how much suffering 

this has caused and continues to cause going 

forward. It is also incomprehensible to me that 

this is any way to run a government or any way 

to deal with immigration or anyway to do 

anything at all. This plan was put into action by 

a United Methodist (one of us) by the name of 

Jeffrey Beauregard Sessions who also happens 

to be the attorney general of these United 

States. Did you know that George W. Bush and 

Hillary Clinton are also Methodists? Donald 

Trump, I am guessing, doesn’t even know what 

a Methodist is. The damage has already been 

done but until every one of these children is 

reunited with their parents I am having trouble 

sleeping at night. And what troubles me the 

most besides the personal suffering of these 

people is that so many Americans support this 

policy in the name of keeping people out. If that 

is not troubling to you then you should 

remember from whence your ancestors have 

come. Except for the native people we have all 

descended from people who came here as 

immigrants and now all of a sudden we don’t 

want anymore? Really? What is the United 

States of America if it is not a nation of 

immigrants? Imagine toddlers and babies and 

young children taken from their mothers and 

fathers not even understanding the language 

being spoken, flown to far distant cities, not 

even knowing where they are. It is your worst 

nightmare and it is the policy of the United 

States of America. My heart is breaking. 

Someone asked me recently if I had any good 

news and as it happens, despite all of this, I do.  

 

http://www.hamiltonumc/
mailto:fumchamilton@verizon.net
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From the Pastor’s Desk Continued… 

It is a word from Huston Smith regarding 

how all of the wisdom traditions of the great 

religions give us hope: It begins by seeing 

things as more integrated than we normally 

suppose. Mortal life gives no view of the 

whole; we see things in dribs and drabs, and 

self-interest skews perspective grotesquely. It 

is as if life were a great tapestry which we 

face from its wrong side. The good news is 

that we are more together than we know, 

more together than we are apart. Those 

children and families at the border - they are 

our children and our family. Those people 

running the government are our brothers and 

sisters and we are a people of faith, a 

religious people who seek the wholeness of 

all things and in the words of Huston Smith: 

at the center of the religious life is a 

particular kind of joy, the prospect of a 

happy ending that blossoms from necessarily 

painful beginnings, the promise of human 

difficulties embraced and overcome. In other 

words we can do this. We can overcome this 

difficulty as we have so many times before. 

It must be done in truth and love but it must 

be done. Immigrant families must be 

reunited. The United States must remain 

united even when we don’t agree. It is time, 

as it always is, for reconciliation and last 

time I looked that was still our job. And so it 

is written: All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ, and 

has given us the ministry of 

reconciliation . . .(2 Cor. 5.18) 

Pastor Larry

 

 

From the Lay Leader 

I must start this message by saying thank you to 

all who give of their time and talent to keeping 

the Thrift Shop alive and well. I strive to make 

sure that every request is prefaced by many 

thanks to you all.  I cannot do this alone, neither 

do I want to. From childhood I can hear my 

parents say, “when you ask God for something be 

sure you start by thanking him for all he has 

done.” 

It has become clear that God has a plan for me 

and our church. I have prayed fervently that God 

would show me the plan in large and small ways. 

Again I have been repeatedly asked if we are 

going to have a rummage sale this year. It is 

obvious that the church needs the money. It is 

always a big job but we will have one on August 

18, 2018 from 9AM-2PM. Julie and I have done 

a lot of research, made many phone calls, prayed 

a lot and have a core group that has committed to 

the task. I call them the “younger crowd”. We 

have also asked the trustees to have the AA 

group move to Fellowship Hall for the one 

evening of August 16th so we have two days for 

set up. The goal is to use the Fireside Room and 

the patio as well as the Thrift Shop and a portion 

of the corridor. 

As before we are limited for storage space so I 

ask that goods not be brought until the week of 

the sale. 

We covet your prayers and cooperation and look 

forward to working together to make this a great 

success. 

Winnie Martin 
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From the Missions Committee 

As summer gets into full swing, the Missions Committee wants to remind the congregation 

that we continue to collect food and personal care items for Acord Food Pantry year round. 

This is a mission very dear to the hearts of this church as we were an integral part of its 

inception so many years ago. Included here in the Summer Tidings is a list of the most needed 

items. Please remember that Acord cannot accept any expired items. Thanks again for your 

support of this important mission and please feel free to call me with any questions. 

Fay Ciaramitaro 

Missions Committee 

    
   

 

 

Most Needed Items 

The products below are always in high demand at the Pantry, and donations are very 

appreciated: 

Breakfast items: Jam and jelly (all flavors), cereal (all kinds), pancake mix, syrup, hot cereals 

Canned goods: Chili, hearty soup, canned meats (white tuna, chicken, salmon, ham), baked 

beans, beef stew, Chef Boyardee, SpaghettiOs 

Dry goods: Coffee, tea, cocoa, baking mixes, macaroni & cheese, couscous, quinoa, and other 

grains 

Juices: 100% juice in cans, bottles, or juice boxes 

Snack items: Healthy, individually wrapped snacks (granola bars, raisins, pudding, fruit cups) 

Condiments: Mayonnaise, salad dressing, mustard, ketchup, and other condiments 

Personal care items: Soap, body wash, shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 

tampons 

Baby items: Diapers, formula, baby food, baby cereal 
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July – August Anniversaries 

July 
14 Carolyn & Steve Walsh 

19 Linda & Peter Heitz 

21 Pat & Paul Johnson 

28 Bob & Kathy Kirlis 

 

August 

29 Carol & Jerry Schrock 

 

July – August Birthday Wishes 

July 
  2 Michael Perham 

  7 Jay Schrock, Christina Pohas 

  8 Joan Wolkin, Autumn Wetson 
  9 Don Smith 

13 Luke Meade 

14 Roger Perham 

16 Peyton Sophia Tipert 

20 Kathy Kirlis  

23 Jeff Tyner, Rev. Larry Wimmer 

25 Helen Trepanier 

29 Christen Barton Tipert, Cheryl Day 

 
August 

4 John Tyack 

5 Emma Meade 

7 Roger Washburn 

8 Diane Stinson 

10 Ruth Flumerfelt 

13 Barbara Sollows-Davis 

14 Patty Miller, Carol Ann Williams 

15 Rich Stinson 

18 Charlie Ciaramitaro 

19 Wayne Grove 

22 Stephen Zagorski 

25 Carol Schrock 

28 Steve Zagorski 

 

   

 

If you want to contribute flowers for the summer, 

please use the sign-up sheet outside the  

church office.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact 

 Julie Preston. 
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